of the Poland of today became the scene of battle and
the victim of the destruction wrought by huge contend-
ing armies. Cities, towns and villages were bombard-
ed ; rural areas devastated; roads, bridges, railroad
tracks, stations, water towers, shops, telegraph lines,
all were destroyed during the various advances and
retreats, bombardments and defences. Several million
people were driven eastward into Russia proper before-
the retreating Russian army. Machinery and industrial
supplies were confiscated by the advancing Germans,
-and sent to Germany; all brass and bronze was seized
by them to be made up into war supplies.

A Scotch auther, A. E. Tennant, who came to-
Poland to study the situation wrote: ' The disasters of
Poland were greater than those of Belgium in propor-
tion as the country was larger and more completely
ravaged. Nay, more: Belgium, or the greater part of
it, was occupied, lived in and kept habitable by the
Germans, however galling or severe their yoke might
be. Poland was turned into a vast battlefield and
many times fought over'.

The Russian revolution abolished the Czarate,,
Poland's deadly enemy ever since the beginning of the
eighteeth century. Somewhat more than a year later
the power of Germany was broken on the fields of
France. Then followed the Treaty of Versailles, delim-
iting the frontiers of Poland on the west and restor-
ing to her a portion of the territories occupied by
Prussia at the time of the partitions, This was render-
ed easier by the fact that an insurrection against
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